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15. (new) The insulting material of claim 14, 
wherein said flax fibers arfe/presej^t in an amount of 20-30 



percent by weight based on rtte total weight of said material. 




Applicant acknowledges a telephone call from the 
examiner in charge on or about March 26, 2002, making an oral 
restriction requirement. Applicant has not yet responded to 
the oral restriction requirement, and also has not received 
any written restriction requirement . 

If a written restriction requirement is issued, 
applicant will traverse same on the basis that (1) the 
restriction requirement is improper for reasons given below, 
and (2) even if proper, there should be no restriction 
requirement on the basis of the second paragraph of MPEP 803, 
because it would not constitute a serious burden to examine 
both groups together. Applicant considers that such a 
restriction requirement would not be proper (first basis) 
because the product as claimed can only be made by the method 
as claimed, and not by any materially different method; and 
the method as claimed can only produce the claimed product, 
not one which is materially different. 

A review of the claims has revealed that at least 
claims 5-12 as originally presented were improperly multi- 
dependent under U.S. practice and would not have been 
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examined. Accordingly, the preliminary amendment presented 
above is made to place these claims in a form in which such 
claims will be examined. 

Applicant respectfully requests a favorable 
examination on the merits of all of the claims presently 
pending . 



SN: jaa 

Telephone No.: (202) 628-5197 
Facsimile No.: (202) 737-3528 

G: \BN\0\Onsa\Johansen3\pto\Amd Prelim. doc 



Respectfully submitted, 



BROWDY AND NEIMARK, P.L.L.C, 
Attorneys for App^ic^t ( s ; 



By 




Shferidan Neimarlk 
Registration No. 20,520 
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Version with Markings to Show Changes Made 



The Title: 

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY I S OLAT I ON .IJSUM1JM::^ TERIAL AND 
METHOD FOR PRODUC I NG M g^UFAC ■ TURI : NG THgR 

In the Claims: 

1. (Amended) An environmentally friendly 
insulating material-----f^-3?^ which does 

not contain substances which are harmful or irritating to 
people and which does not release harmful substances/dust into 
the buildings 1 indoor air, 

characterized in that the insulating material 
consists of fabric remnants which are shredded into a shoddy 
mass and then mixed with flax f-i-br-e-s- f iber s and a fibrous 
polyester with a low melting point to form a homogenous mass, 
which is then moulded molded into the desired shape and heat- 
treated until the polyester f--ibr-e-s--- fibers m elt, bonding the 
fabric and flax fibres f Ife MM zzz: together . 

3. (Amended) An insulating material according to 

claims 1 - 2 Ql^im zzz l zz j^r zzzzz Z r 

characterized in that the polyester is any kind of 
polyester which exists in fibrous form, which has a melting 
point in the range 100-300°C , preferably in the range 100 - 
200°C and most preferably in the range 120 170°C, and which 
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has a dtex value in the range 2-10 , more preferably from 2.5 - 
€■-/ -and""mo-s-t"-"pr-e-f-er-afe>-l-y-""fr'em-"3— 5 . 

4. (Amended) An insulating material according to 

claim 3, 

characterized in that the polyester is preferably 
added in the range of 5-50 percent by weight, m ore preferably 

weight, — based on the material's total weight. 

5. (Amended) An insulating material according to 
claims — 1 — 4 c 1 aim 1 org / 

characterized in that the flax f-i-b-r-e-s- - fibers are 
pr-e-f-er-ab-l-y--added in the range of 5-50 percent by weight, mo-r-e 
preferably 15 — 4 0 percent by weight and most preferably 20 - 30 
per-e-en-t— b-y-w-e-i-g-h-ty based on the material's total weight. 

6. (Amended) An insulating material according to 
el-a-i-ms— 1— 5 claim 1 or 2 , 

characterized in that a f ire-retardant agent is 
added to the insulating material in order to obtain approved 
fire resistance according to standard NT FIRE 035. 

8. (Amended) An insulating material according to 
e-l-a-i-ms 1— ?claim,,,l„,„o,r _2 , 
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characterized in that the shoddy mass is mixed with 
.f.^offl""G--"4i^ cardboard and/ or 

wastepaper which is shredded into fibres = f i }g j jyLg =: 

said recycled cardboard and_/or^ 

presen t in a n amount no greater than 40% by weight . 

9. (Amended) An insulating material according to 
e-l-a-ims l-~-8 claim „1_ , 

characterized in that the insulating material is 
formed into mats with a length of 1.20 m, a width within 0.58- 
1.00 m and a thickness within 5-15 cm. 

10. (Amended) A method for production of 
insulating material according to c-l-aims----l--'9 ,claim„,l , 

characterized in that the process comprises the 
following stages: 

- passing the collected clothes/ fabric remnants to 
means for tearing them to bits and removing all non-fabric 
items -sueh--a-s- including buttons, -z-ipe zippers ; and buckle s--e-t-e--.", 

- passing the fabric remnants to a shoddy machine 
which further shreds the fabrics into individual fibres fjj2gXg = 
and mixes the mass into a homogenous shoddy, 

- passing the shredded fabric remnants to means for 
adding a suitable p r e - s e 1 .egfcg amo un t of flax fibres : fiberg 
and fibrous polyester, and for air blasting the shoddy and 
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polyester mass, thus mixing them to form an aerated and 
homogenous shoddy mass with flax and polyester -fibre f iber , 

- passing the shoddy mass to means for moulding 

mo 1 ding the shoddy mass into a mat or another geometric shape 
with the desired measurement, and 

- passing the mat to means for heat-treating the mat 
until the polyester fibres f ibers m e 1 1 , bonding the fabric and 
flax -f-i-b-r-e-s— fibers together . 

11. (Amended) A method for production of 
insulating material according to claim 10, 

characterized in that the following quantities are 
p referably mixed in, based on the total mass, 

_ p^e-ferab-l-y-5-5 0 percent by weighty mo-r-e-pr-e-f er-ab-l-y 

^ 0 - 30 percent by weight and most preferably 15 - 20 percent by 
weight polyester, 

- pref-e-ra-b-l-y-5-50 percent by weighty- -mor-e-p-ref-e-r-a-b-l-y 
15 - 40 percent by weight and moot preferably 20 - 30 perc e nt by- 
weight flax fibr e s fib ers i n the fabric remnants, and 

- up to 2.5 kg of f ire-retardant agent 1—per m 3 of 
shoddy mass, and that the heat treatment involves heating the 
ready- moulded molded shoddy mass to the range of 

- pr-e-f -e-r-a-b-l-y-1 00-300° C 7 - more--p-re-f-e*rably--l-0-0— 2-0-0-° G 

And-"-mes-t----p-r-e-fe-r-a-b-l"y---l"2-€— l"7-0-°"G . 
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12. (Amended) A method for production of an 
insulating material according to ■e-l-a-i-m-s--l-Q-- 1-1- c 1 a im 11 , 

characterized in that cardboard and/or paper are 
added to the fabric remnants in a quantity from 0 of,„up,,,, to 4 0 
percent by weight in the first stage of the method—i-ndie-a-ted 
.i. R .-..e-l-a-i-m---l-0-> -t-h-e--me-ans £or----skr-e<idi-n^ 

a - nd removing all non ' fabric items such as buttons -; — zips, 
bue-k-l-e-s-efe-e . 
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